GERMANY AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

ous pro-Eastern groups in western Germany, like the Nadolny
group and the Hermes group, have been vastly overadvertised.
Their influence is almost negligible. Far more important are the
official and unofficial attempts, again on the part of certain in-
dustrial groups, to come to an economic arrangement with the
East, especially, of course, in view of the eastern markets. But
here, too, the controls have been effective and efficient enough
to prevent any such development on a larger scale.

This is the point where we have to engage in a little specula-
tion for the future. Naturally we cannot assume that conditions
will remain as they are now, and we have to ask: If the pro-
Eastern forces, the forces making for an alliance with the
U.S.S.R. in Germany, should become stronger, will the German
political and social structure be stable enough to withstand and
counteract such a development? In order to discuss this pros-
pect, we have of course to assume, in the first place, a deteriorat-
ing economic situation. If conditions are as they are now, or even
improved, there is not the slightest chance for such a develop-
ment. Only in a seriously deteriorating economic situation in
the West, while at the same time the integration and industriali-
zation of the Eastern orbit progress, only in such a situation
can we imagine an increase in the Eastern orientation. Now, if
this should happen, is the structure of western Germany as it is
established now stable enough and strong enough to withstand
such a development which will naturally in all its aspects be an
antidemocratic development, since it would have to discard
almost all the existing Western democratic forms and institu-
tions in order to make this alliance work?

We can characterize the present structure of western Ger-
many, and we have already done so, as a highly artificial one.
There is no doubt that the present picture has little resemblance
to the actual social and political forces. This Germany, governed
by conservative and moderate parties, is certainly not in har-
ino&y with the objective conditions. This Germany is almost in
her entirety created and maintained by the occupation and by
the East-West conflict. The objective conditions in Germany
today dearly do not make for a more or less complete restora-
tion and ftinctk>ni0g of a free economy, for the abolition of all